
                 How the Remmy 1858 works 
 

At half cock, the hand which is attached to the hammer, comes in 
contact with the cylinder and starts to rotate the cylinder ever so slightly. 
It is spring loaded so it ratchets in one direction only. This is the reason 
for the misalignment for the loading lever after the hand clicks the next 
notch in the cylinder. 

 
As others have well described, turning in the correct direction and 

letting the loading plunger find it's own center on the ball keeps the 
cylinder from rotating to the next notch. 
 

The bolt which is at the bottom of the cylinder is locked during 
hammer rest and hammer full cock. During half cock the bolt is released. 
 

By the way, the hand moving the cylinder a short ways during half 
cock, is why you need to fully cock the hammer after half cock to keep 
the gun from locking up. If the hammer is brought to the rest position 
after half cock, the bolt tries to lock the cylinder when the cylinder is in 
the wrong place maybe causing the lines some times seen around the 
cylinder. 
 
   No, the plunger is not supposed to be aligned with the chamber at 
half cock. The barrel and rammer are 180 degrees from one another- 
barrel at 12 o'clock and rammer at 6 o'clock, if you will. The cylinder of 
an 1858, being a six-shooter, will also have chambers opposite one 
another. So, when one chamber is aligned with the barrel, the opposite 
chamber will be aligned with the rammer. This is the state of things at 
hammer-down and full cock, is it not? So, you cannot expect either to be 
aligned with the barrel or rammer at half cock. Make sense? 
 
   On half-cock, the "click" you are hearing isn't the cylinder lock bolt, 
but the feed pawl, aka the hand, clicking into the feed detent at the back 
of the cylinder. Once the feed pawl has "clicked" into position the 
cylinder can't be reversed. Your revolver is functioning the way it was 
designed to operate. 
 
 
 



To remove the cylinder start with the hammer down, not just at half cock. 

Lower the loading lever enough to allow the cylinder pin to be pulled out, 

but not to the point that the plunger enters a chamber. Hold the revolver in 

your right hand and turn your wrist to the right so that the trigger guard is to 

the left and the top of the revolver is to the right. With the cylinder pin 

pulled out as far as possible and the plunger not inserted in a chamber, place 

your left hand under the cylinder. Now slowly pull the hammer back about a 

1/8". This will cause the hand and bolt to withdraw and the cylinder will fall 

out into your left hand. Turning the cylinder clock- wise will also help it fall 

out. To place the cylinder back in the frame, pull the hammer back 1/8". 

You will see the hand and bolt retract. Push the cylinder in gently from the 

right side turning it clock- wise. Line it up, push the cylinder pin all the way 

in and raise the loading lever. 

 


