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Groves demoted prior to leaving HCSO

By GRETCHEN GREGORY Logan Daily News Editor ggregory@logandaily.com
Jan 18, 2013

LOGAN — Despite advising The Logan Daily News earlier this week that he had
resigned from the Hocking County Sheriff’s Office to pursue the position of police
chief in the village of New Straitsville, an investigation by the LDN has revealed that

Kevin Groves left under different circumstances.

According to his HCSO personnel file, Groves was demoted from the rank of sergeant
to deputy on Sept. 24, 2012 and given a last-chance agreement for two years in lieu
of termination following an internal investigation in which he was found in violation
of rules set forth in the HCSO's Policy Manual. If Groves violated the last-change

agreement within those two years, it would be immediate cause for termination.
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The internal investigation stems from an incident in August 2012 involving an
individual who was arrested without a valid warrant under Groves’ watch when he

was sergeant.

Although the HCSO was not notified by the Hocking County Clerk of Court that a
warrant on Anthony Spires was no longer valid and that he had completed his court
obligations one week prior to the incident, the Hocking County Municipal Court

website reflected the change accurately.

When being served his arrest warrant at Hayden Place Apartments, Spires told HCSO
Deputy Ross Cowgill that it was no longer a valid warrant and that he had fulfilled all

of his court obligations.

A quick search of the Hocking County Municipal Court website by Cowgill and HCSO
Dispatch showed that Spires was correct and the warrant was no longer valid. When

Cowgill informed his supervisor — Groves — though, he was told to take the man to

jail anyway.

“Deputy Cowgill stated he took it upon himself to check [the municipal court
website] and discovered that it had been recalled on July 31, 2012” read a letter
written by HCSO Capt. Jerrod Alford, who began the initial investigation into Groves’
actions. “Deputy Cowgill then notified Sgt. Groves over the radio. Sgt. Groves told
him to ‘hold’ his traffic and transport Mr. [Anthony] Spires to jail. Deputy Cowgill

complied with the order and transported Mr. Spires to the regional jail”

Unknown to Groves, though, Cowgill had turned on his recorder and obtained an
audio recording of Groves telling him to take Spires to Southeastern Ohio Regional

Jail, despite being told that the warrant was no longer valid.
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“Deputy Cowgill also had an audio recording of what transpired that evening,’
Alford’s report continued. “I have since listened to and downloaded the audio.

Deputy Cowgill’s statement coincides with the audio recording”

When questioned by Alford on Aug. 7, Groves was asked if Cowgill informed him
about the warrant. Groves responded by denying having any knowledge about the

invalid warrant, according to Alford’s report.

“Sgt. Groves stated that he was not told anything about the warrant being not valid
until Deputy Cowgill came back from the regional jail,” Alford’s investigative report
reads. “He said Deputy Cowgill asked the on-duty dispatcher to check the Hocking
County Municipal Court site prior to him going to jail, but [Sgt. Groves] cancelled

that request because he had a copy and it was still in the system.”

“I went on to ask Sgt. Groves why he didn't listen to Deputy Cowgill about the
warrant not being valid. He said that ‘Deputy Cowgill had diarrhea of the mouth’ on
the radio. Sgt. Groves said he was too busy dealing with a juvenile at the time that
was homeless and was driving him around everywhere to find him a place to stay. He
told Deputy Cowgill that they had the warrant and it was good so take him [to] jail.
He also commented that he didn’'t care what Mr. Spires had to say,” the report

continued.
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5/29/2021 Groves demoted prior to leaving HCSO | News | logandaily.com
“Sgt. Groves complained that we do not check the municipal court’s website to see if
the warrant was valid and we needed to put a policy in place to address that issue. I
told him that he had a deputy telling him that it was not valid but he chose to ignore
it. Sgt. Groves again made the comment that deputy Cowgill had diarrhea of the
mouth. Even upon learning that the warrant was not valid when deputy Cowgill

returned, Sgt. Groves did nothing to release Mr. Spires from jail,” it continued.

Alford’s report was then forwarded to HCSO Chief Dave Valkinburg for a second

investigatory review.

During an interview between Valkinburg and Groves on Sept. 20, 2012 in which
HCSO union steward Sgt. Eric Matheny and Fraternal Order of Police union
representative Tracy Rader were present, Groves could offer no response to the

audio recording Cowgill took.

In the recording, Groves reportedly told Cowgill to put Spires in jail so that

detectives could talk to him on Monday.

Valkinburg’s report states that Groves had no response to the recording in which

Cowgill is clearly heard telling him the warrant was recalled either.

His report concludes that Groves violated HCSO policy for failing to act

appropriately regarding a crime and lacked knowledge about the application of law.

https://www.logandaily.com/news/groves-demoted-prior-to-leaving-hcso/article_1d2782fc-1824-5173-9690-871c07088a9f.html a7
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Valkinburg’s findings also state that Groves violated HCSO policy with regard to
arrests, searches, and seizures for arresting Spires knowing that the warrant had

been recalled.

Valkinburg’s report also states that Groves incorrectly charged a second man, Trevor

Barstow, without first having probable cause, in a separate incident.

In the Barstow incident, it was determined that Groves charged him with a crime
without first questioning or interviewing him about a marijuana pipe that a second
individual said belonged to him. Barstow’s wallet was discovered in a vehicle in which
there was a marijuana pipe, and an individual in the vehicle said that it belonged to

Barstow.

“Upon further questioning, Groves got the suspect to say it belonged to Barstow.
Barstow was not questioned, but issued a criminal complaint and summoned to

appear in municipal court,” Valkinburg’s report states.

As a result of the internal investigation into both incidents, Groves was given a last-
change agreement for two-years and demoted from sergeant to deputy on Sept. 24,
2012. When he was demoted, his pay was reduced to $17 an hour.
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Two days after his demotion, Groves was granted a 30-day leave of absence from
work by a doctor in Lancaster. A 30-day leave of absence was granted two more

times before Groves finally resigned on Dec. 29, 2012.

In his resignation letter, Groves said that he has been subject to hostility, harassment

and intimidation by Capt. Alford and others.

“This hostile work environment and ongoing conflict has affected my ability to
perform my duties. Specifically when I would try and point out improper things
going on in the office, one major issue being the inconsistent application of policy

and procedures to only some individuals,” the letter states.

“In the past several years, the blatant and constant attempts to micromanage almost
everything I try to do has led me to believe my contributions to this office are no
longer appreciated /nor valued. It is clear that this will continue and in an effort to
minimize the negative health effects to myself and my immediate family, I feel
resigning is the only option left for me. Sadly I delayed my decision for some time
due to the fact that I have been here going on 18 years and this was not an easy

decision to make,” the letter continues.

In response to his resignation letter, Hocking County Sheriff Lanny North wrote

Groves to say that his letter had been accepted.

“Some point in your career, you have to stand up for what you did and take
responsibility, in lieu of blaming others for your inappropriate actions,” North wrote.
“The events which led to your demotion was no fault of others, other than yours. To
further complicate matters, you were not honest with Chief Valkinburg when he
conducted your internal investigation. Your actions, which should have been an

automatic termination.”

https://www.logandaily.com/news/groves-demoted-prior-to-leaving-hcso/article_1d2782fc-1824-5173-9690-871c07088a9f.html 6/7



5/29/2021 Groves demoted prior to leaving HCSO | News | logandaily.com

When contacted by the LDN on Thursday, Groves declined to return the phone call.
He instead chose to contact the newspaper by sending an instant message on

Facebook.
“I don't feel like commenting on the rude post or stuff about things in the past,
Groves wrote, referencing a posting by one of our Facebook readers earlier in the

day that didn’t paint Groves in a favorable light.

Earlier this week, Groves was hired to be the new part-time police chief for the

village of New Straitsville.

When asked to give a statement on Thursday afternoon, North said it's an

unfortunate incident, but appropriate and pro-active steps were taken to remedy the

situation as soon as the incident came to light.

“It's an unfortunate incident and we took proactive measures to find out what
happened,” North said. “Through the internal investigation with Kevin’s
representative from the FOP and ours for the county, we thought that Kevin was
wrong and we took the advice of both counsels on how to handle the situation, and
that was he was demoted from sergeant to deputy and given a two-year last chance

agreement.”

https://www.logandaily.com/news/groves-demoted-prior-to-leaving-hcso/article_1d2782fc-1824-5173-9690-871c07088a9f.html
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